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Etiquettes, or more simply labels, are animportant part
of the archaeology of any art object. As defined by the
Oxford Reference Dictionary, a label is ‘a slip of paper
etc. attached to an object to give some information
aboutit’. Often removed by over-zealous restorers, they
should always be retained, and if detached they should
be kept and stored as an adjunct to the object itself.
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GLOSSARY

cavetto

cintamani

etiquette
firman
imaret
lingzhi

nakkashane

prunus

qgilin
reserved
saz
tombak

tughra

the well of a dish between the rim and
centre

three crescents, which are usually
combined with tiger-stripesin
Buddhist art

label

official Turkish document

Turkish charitable foundation

Chinese fungus motif

the workshop of the Turkish court
designers

a flowering fruit tree, commonly used as a
motifin Chinese art

a mythical Chinese beast

the designissetona coloured background
an S-shaped serrated leaf

qgilt copper

the Turkish sultan’s monogram
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Dish

Iznik, circa 1700

pottery, decorated in shades of underglaze blue,

diffused viridian green, with black outlines, and relief red
height 6 cm, diameter 29.8 cm

inv.no. PO.125.99

The dish has a sloping rim; the bottom of the foot ring is unglazed and pierced once for suspension. At the centre are eight leaping foxes with oak-leaf motifs
amongst them. On the rim between single and double rings is a highly stylised breaking-wave design, the waves now reduced to S-shaped cartouches with spirals

between them. On the back are four spirals with zig-zag motifs between them.

A number of etiquettes are pasted on the base, including: ‘JEAN LAGONICO 24°; "EXP. D’ART MUSULMAN ALEXANDRIE 1925 NO. 68’ ']. CHENUE
FRENCH PACKER 10, GREAT ST. ANDREW STREET, SHAFTESBURY AVENUE LONDON, W.C." (with M. Lagonico writteninink); ‘/.W A B 15 June 17" (written
inink); and ‘LOT 31 MONACO 7 December 1991 SOTHEBY'S (for illustration of labels, see p. 119). Once inthe Lagonico collection, the dish was exhibited in the
1925 Exposition d’Art Musulman. Simplified versions of the animal-style Iznik dishes of Balkan silver inspiration have a vigorous charm. A very similar dish was in
the callection of Lady Barlow. Another dish, more crudely executed, was also in the Sotheby’s Monaco sale (lot 43), which as well as labels identifying it with
both Stefanos and Jean Lagonico, has an earlier label stating it once belonged to G.]. Durrant. Durrant was a well-known collector and in 1868 he

lent a group of twenty ‘Persian’ (i.e. Iznik) plates to the National Exhibition of Works of Art in Leeds. This one was no. 1163 in the exhibition catalogue by W. Chaffers.
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Dish

Iznik, circa 1600

pottery, decorated in dull underglaze blue,

diffused viridian green, with brownish-black outlines, and dark relief red
height 5.6 cm, diameter 26 cm

inv. no. P0.006.97

The dish has a plain sloping rim and is pierced once for suspension. The bottom of the foot ring is unglazed and also pierced once. At the centre is a prancing hare and a
hunting dog with its head turned back, amongst flowers and clusters of scalloped leaves, inside two concentric rings. In the cavetto is a wreath of half-leaves on an

undulating stem. On the rimis a ring of overlapping trefoils, each with a red dot at the centre, reserved on a blue ground. On the back are six crescents with pairs of
tulips between them.

The dish is a late example of the ‘animal style’ of Iznik pottery. Marian Wenzel and Julian Raby argue for a metalwork origin of this curious iconography, and in particular
Balkan silverware, which was popular at the sixteenth-century Ottoman court (see Wenzel, ‘Early Ottoman Silver’ and Atasoy & Raby, pp. 256-258; see also Carswell,

Iznik Pottery, pp. 84-85, fig. 65). The evident charm of such designs suggests that the Iznik potters had a lively sense of humour. The style was not confined to dishes,

but also used effectively on bowls, tankards, flasks and jugs. A water bottle (siirahi) in the British Museum (inv. no. 0A 78.12-30.462) is an especially fine example.

Yy

Vi D )
predd 85V 0L K gl e o ps g 25 s L Lol 5l s
o3 OAL G)b (g ey 6l g gty Alaey chibeall s ) 253y

o T RN (0,1 s N
AR D



o
re

32

Dish
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